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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been ~ 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
_ @ffort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 





PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 





NOTEBOOK SERIES 
POCKET NOTEBOOKS 





Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-17-08-29 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook cover the period August- 
September 1917. The book was used by Edison for notes Pertaining 
primarily to war-related experiments. Included are experiments on sound 
detection devices and other means of locating submarines. There are also 
references to a "kite rudder" that would enable Allied ships to turn more 
quickly in case of an emergency; Lyle gun projectiles; smokescreens that 
might enable ships to conceal themselves from enemy submarines; and 
other camouflaging devices. Much of the research was conducted aboard 
the yacht Rampant and the Navy warship USS Sachem in Long Island 
Sound. Also included is a notation regarding a meeting in Washington, 
D.C., with President Woodrow Wilson on August 20, 1917. Some entries 
appear to be transcriptions of entries from PN-17-04-27. Among the 
employees who assisted Edison were |sidor (Jerry) Chesler, John A. 
Hanley, Absalom M. Kennedy, Benjamin Liebowitz, Sherwood T. (Sam) 
Moore, and Frederick P. Ott. There are also several references to artist 
Orlando Rouland, who participated in some of the experiments. The pages 
are unnumbered. Approximately 160 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-17-00-00 


This pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably during the 
period September 1917-March 1918, for notes pertaining primarily to war- 
related experiments. Included are experiments, some conducted aboard 
the Navy warship USS Sachem in Long Island Sound, on sound detection 
devices and other means of locating submarines. Also included are notes 
on smoke bombs, kite rudders, Lyle gun projectiles, camouflaging 
techniques, the use of smokeless anthracite coal by Allied ships, and other 
war-related topics. In addition, there is a considerable amount of 
information copied from published sources, such as a table of the number 
of destroyers owned by each of the Allied and enemy nations. There are 
also references to the dismissal of experimenter Absalom M. Kennedy in 
December 1917 and to experiments at the U.S. Naval Station in Key West, 
Florida, where Edison resided during February-April 1918. A few of the 
notes relate to disc record experiments. Among the employees who 
assisted Edison in Key West were experimenters Albert G. Gerbode, 
William H. Knierim, Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, Paul D. Payne, and 
Samuel C. Shaffner. There is also a reference to Charles B. Hanford, a 
retired Shakespearian actor who served as Edison's personal assistant and 
advised him on camouflaging experiments. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-18-04-01 


This pocket notebook, which covers the period April-August 1918, 
was used by Edison at Key West, Florida, and West Orange, New Jersey. 
Included are notes and drawings pertaining sound detection devices and 
other means of locating submarines, camouflaging techniques, torpedoes, 
and other war-related topics. Some of the notes, including data on the 
penetration of steel plates by machine guns at various ranges, were copied 
from published sources. There are occasional disparaging remarks by 
Edison in regard to the Navy Dept., its Annapolis-trained officer corps, and 
its aversion to risk taking, along with comments about the proposed Naval 
Research Laboratory, which Edison believed must be under civilian 
management. There is also criticism of Henry G. Wolfe, one of several 
experimenters loaned to Edison by the New York Edison Co. 


Many of the entries made after Edison's return to West Orange in 
May refer to the production of disc records. Included are notes on 
varnishes, plating experiments, and the manufacture of record blanks. 
There are also notes on Lalande primary batteries, chalk telephones, and 
chemical experiments involving nickel, lithium, and bismuth. Beginning on 
page 167 is a series of entries with the title "gas war notes.” Among the 
employees mentioned in the book are Charles T. Dally, John A. Hanley, 
Miller Reese Hutchison, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore. The front cover is 
stamped "Cash" and is marked "Jany to Sept 1918." A stamp on the flyleaf 
indicates that the book was purchased at Crain's Book Store in Key West. 
The book contains 174 numbered pages. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-18-09-10.1 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook are from September and 
November 1918. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about 
experiments to be tried and other tasks to be performed. Some of the 
experiments were conducted at the garage at Glenmont, Edison's home in 
Llewellyn Park, New Jersey. There are numerous entries pertaining to 
storage batteries and Lalande primary batteries, including chemical 
experiments involving copper, nickel, bismuth, lithium, and zinc. There are 
also notes on disc record production, along with some entries that were 
copied from published sources. In addition, there is a drawing of a 
receiving device for submarine detection, with a notation that it "should go 
in war book" (PN-18-09-10.2). Among the employees mentioned in the 
book are Peter C. Christensen, Charles T. Dally, William W. Dinwiddie, and 
Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 160 
pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-18-09-10.2 


This pocket notebook, which covers the period September-October 
1918, was used by Edison concurrently with PN-18-09-10.1. The entries in 
this book pertain primarily to war-related experiments conducted in the 
garage at Glenmont, Edison's home in Llewellyn Park, New Jersey; at the 
U.S. Naval Experiment Station in New London, Connecticut; and possibly 
at other locations on Long Island Sound. Included are notes on sound 
detection devices and other means of locating submarines. Also included 
are notes on camouflaging, poison gases, smoke generation, and the 
penetration of machine gun bullets. In addition, there are comments about 
the "possible source of noises on Cargo boats" and "possible means of 
detecting German 2 Knot noiseless subs," along with other remarks about 
underwater acoustics. A few of the entries relate to the production of disc 
records. Pinned into the front of the book is a letter of introduction from 
Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels, addressed to the "Commandants 
of Navy Yards." Among the employees mentioned in the book are 
experimenters James M. Burns, John A. Hanley, William A. Hayes, and 
Paul D. Payne, as well as Edison's assistants Charles B. Hanford and 
William H. Meadowcroft. The front cover is marked "War." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 





(ITEM(S) FOUND IN BOOK] 


SS all acd -~ | : 
IN REPLY ADDRESS ¥ 
THE SECRETARY OF THE Navy 
AND REFER TO No. 


O~ Lau : NAVY DEPARTMENT 
? WASHINGTON 


September 26,1918. 


fo: Commandants of Navy Yards. 


This will introduce ir. Thomas A. Edison of 
Orange, N.J., who desires to visit the navy yards 
‘in connection with his experiments. Please afford 
Mr. Edison such opportunities as he may desire in 
connection with experiments he has under consider- 
ation, and extend to him such other courtesies ag 
may be consistent and practicable. 





Secretary of the Navy. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-18-10-31 


This pocket notebook is a continuation of PN-18-09-10.2. The one 
dated entry is from October 1918. The book was used by Edison for 
experiments on sound detection devices to locate enemy submarines. The 
experiments were discontinued after the signing of the Armistice on 
November 11, 1918. Among the employees mentioned in the book are 
experimenters Isidor (Jerry) Chesler, Newman H. Holland, and Frederick P. 
Ott. The front and back covers are both marked "War 2." The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 30 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-13-00-00 


This undated non-standard-size pocket notebook was used by 
Edison during 1918 or 1919 to record ideas about business matters, 
experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Some of the 
items have been crossed out and marked "ent." Included are notes relating 
to various electrical phenomena such as x-rays and "xyz rays." Also 
included are entries pertaining to the electromotograph and chalk 
telephone, battery cells, acoustic experiments on shipboard, audions, disc 
records, radium, and a chemical paper sensitive enough to print wireless 
signals like a printing telegraph. The business-related entries include minor 
items on salaries and labor. The front cover is stamped "Ledger." The book 
contains 144 numbered pages, some of which are blank. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-18-00-00 


The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from May 1919. 
However, the book was probably begun late in 1918 or early in 1919. It was 
used by Edison to record ideas about business matters, experiments to be 
tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of the entries pertain to 
Edison's idea of using lithium hydroxide in the Lalande primary battery, his 
interest in locating new sources of lithium, and his plans to construct a 
lithium hydroxide plant to supply his own needs and to meet the growing 
industrial demand. At the beginning of the book is the address of an 
unworked lithium mine in South Dakota, along with a notation to "increase 
Capital stock Mining Exploration Co to pay my expenditures at Par." There 
are also entries regarding mica mines in western New Jersey, as well as 
Edison's renewed interest in the regeneration of used storage battery 
components and the development of a process to extract potash (used in 
batteries) from feldspar. 


In addition, there are numerous entries relating to 
electromotograph ("EMG") experiments and to the use of the device in the 
chalk telephone. One entry contains a reminder to "look up old note books 
for all notes on chalk phone & copy," while another mentions Edison's plan 
to "retry the old Etheric & use phone & chalk phone." Also included are 
notes on disc records and test recordings, along with entries indicating 
Edison's continuing interest in submarine detection and other military 
topics. The inside front cover is inscribed "Ent in final book May 6th 1919." 
The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 160 Pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-19-05-17 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook are from May-September 
1919. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Some of 
the items have been crossed out. Many of the experimental entries relate 
to storage batteries, including notes on a self-starter battery for the Ford 
automobile and numerous chemical experiments. Also included are notes 
pertaining to the electromotograph (EMG) and chalk telephone, Lalande 
primary batteries, audions, disc records, and chemical paper. In addition, 
there are remarks on "a new cylinder process" and other entries that 
indicate Edison's continuing interest in improving the quality of his Blue 
Amberol cylinder records. Some entries are of a more speculative nature, 


such as an idea "for larger movie" involving four projectors focused on one 
large screen. 


Among the business-related entries are detailed evaluations of 
several musicians who responded to Edison's advertisement for a pianist, 
including comments about their physical characteristics, ethnicity, and 
religion. There are also notes on plans to sell Edison Portiand cement in 
South America, production estimates for disc phonograph cabinets, lists of 
inventions to be patented, and descriptions of properties near the 
Pennsylvania Railroad that might be suitable locations fora factory. Some 
entries refer to legal matters such as Edison's contracts for lithium property 
and a lawsuit involving John Ambrose Fleming's vacuum-tube thermionic 
valve. A draft telegram to industrialist Harvey Firestone discusses the 
upcoming camping trip in which Henry Ford and John Burroughs also 
participated. Some of the entries may have been made during the trip. 
Among the Edison employees mentioned in the book are Charles T. Dally, 
William W. Dinwiddie, Eimer E. Dougherty (the "works Chemist" hired in 
August 1919), Charles Edison, Stephen B. Mambert, John V. Miller, 
William J. O'Dair, Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott, and Gan C. Yee (whom Edison 
called "Chinaman"). The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages 
have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-19-10-07 


performed. Some of the items have been crossed out. The book was 
probably used in both directions. On the last page is a list of twenty-six 
projects that Edison was either working on or contemplating. The list 
Serves as a rough index to the book. Among the projects mentioned are an 
improved Lalande primary battery, a starter battery for the Ford automobile, 
an increased-capacity A4 Storage battery, a chalk telephone amplifier, and 
a method of processing lithium ore. Also included are various phonograph- 
related improvements such as a varnishing machine and a blank power 
loading machine for disc records, an adapter to play competitors' disc 
records on Edison phonographs, molded cabinets, and a cheaper 
Ediphone record. In addition, there are numerous notes and drawings 
concerning diamonds used for phonograph recording and reproducing. 
Several entries labeled "Amberol" indicate Edison's continuing interest in 
improving the quality of his Blue Amberol cylinder records, 


Among the business-related entries are a list of manufacturers of 
phonograph cabinets, along with their daily output; comments about the 
Brunswick-Balke-Collender Co. and other competing phonograph 
companies; notes on recording artists and musical pieces; and statistics 
on defective Blue Amberola and Diamond Disc reproducers that were 
returned by customers. Also included are remarks regarding the finances 
of the Edison Portland Cement Co. and references to inventions to be 
patented. Among the Edison employees mentioned in the book are Charles 
T. Dally, William Ww. Dinwiddie, Elmer E. Dougherty, William Dykeman, 
Stephen B. Mambert, William H. Meadowcroft, John V, Miller, William J. 
O'Dair, Frederick P. Ott, and Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 Pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-15-11-10 


The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from November 10. 
It was used by Edison in 1919 or 1920 for notes regarding experimental 
work, business matters, and other tasks to be performed. Most of the 
experimental entries pertain to storage batteries, including notes on battery 
regeneration and automobile starters. The business-related entries include 
notes on payroll, production efficiency, battery production problems, battery 
sales summaries, and labor layoffs for efficiency. Also included is the 
outline of a plan to reorganize the Edison Storage Battery Co. into fifteen 
departments. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 30 pages have 
been used. 
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A Note on the Sources 


The pages which have been — 


filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 
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